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Viking North Discovery Box

Discovery Box overview

Our Viking North Discovery Box is designed
to support your pupils’ learning when making
a self-guided visit to the Viking North
exhibition at the Yorkshire Museum.

The box contains:

* A step-by-step guide explaining how to
use the Discovery Box during your visit.

+  Sets of notes you can use to guide your
pupils around the Viking North exhibition.

* Instructions and resources for three
activities to complete with your pupils.
These activities are designed to encourage
your pupils to explore the Viking North
exhibition and make their own discoveries
about the objects on display.

Our Viking North Discovery Box can be
reserved when booking a self-guided visit
to the Yorkshire Museum.

Get in touch

For more information about this resource,
or making a visit to the Yorkshire Museum,
please contact our Schools Learning Team
at schools@ymt.org.uk or 01904 650348.
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Discovery Box Contents

Our Viking North Discovery Box contains:

A.

Instructions for both teachers and
pupils about how to use the resource

* 1x Step-by-Step Guide for Teachers

* 1xHilde the Viking Trader
Introduction Sheet

Sets of notes which teachers and
accompanying adults can use to guide
pupils around the Viking North exhibition

» 4 xViking North Exhibition Flashcards

Instructions and resources for
three self-guided activities for
you to complete with your pupils

+ Activity One: Discovery Dice Challenge
(approximately 10-15 mins)

» 2 x Discovery Dice Challenge
Instruction Sheet

* 2 x Discovery Dice

* Activity Two: Star Object Search
(approximately 15-20 minutes)

+ 2 x Star Object Search
Instruction Sheet

+ 2 xsets of Star Object Tokens
and 2 x bags

* Activity Three: Hilde Discovery Cards
(approximately 20-25 minutes)

» 2 x Hilde Discovery Cards
Instructions Sheet

+ 2 x Hilde Discovery Card
Sets (7 cards per set)

D. Other helpful resources to help you get

the most from your museum visit

2 xenquiry questions (these can be used
as a focus for your class whilst they
explore, or as a way of consolidating
their learning at the end of the visit)

* 15 x magnifying glasses and 1 x bag

* 4 x maps of the Yorkshire Museum
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Step-by-step guide for Teachers

Preparation

1.

Begin by reading the Hilde the Viking
Trader Introduction Sheet to your class.
This introduces pupils to Hilde the Viking
Trader and provides background information
about the Vikings in the north of England.

Choose one/both enquiry question(s):
* Were the Vikings just brutal raiders?
* What was life in the Viking north like?

They can be used as a focus for your
class whilst they explore, or as a way
of consolidating their learning at the
end of the visit.

You may wish to give your class the
opportunity to explore the Viking North
exhibition. Teachers and accompanying
adults can use the Viking North Exhibition
Flashcards in the box to guide pupils around
ten Star Objects which are on display.

Work your way through the three activities
in the box — Discovery Dice Challenge,
Star Object Search and the Hilde
Discovery Cards. Each activity comes with
its own set of instructions and resources.

Once you have finished using the Viking
North Discovery Box, please neatly pack
away all of the resources and return the box
to the member of the Visitor Experience

Team who is on duty in the exhibition gallery.

What to do if you need help?

Take a look at the Viking North Exhibition
Flashcards. These contain useful details
about ten Star Objects which your pupils
might find useful when completing the
three activities in the Discovery Box.

Speak to a member of our Visitor
Experience Team. They can point you and
your pupils in the direction of interesting
objects that are on display in the exhibition.

Every object in the exhibition has its
own label. Keep an eye out for our
Follow the Raven labels, as these have
been written with children in mind.

Encourage your pupils to look closely
at the objects on display.

Look out for Huginn the
Raven’s symbol to uncover
the story of the Vikings in

the North of England.




Activity One:

Discovery Dice Challenge

Introduction

This activity requires pupils to explore
the Viking North exhibition and to
choose objects which best answer
the questions on the Discovery Dice.

The Viking North Discovery Box contains two
dice. Each side displays a different question:

Can you find an object made
from precious materials?

Can you find an object a Viking wore?

Can you find an object that is
made from part of an animal?

Can you find an object that looks
like something we still use today?

Can you find an object that you
think is really interesting?

Can you find an object that a
Viking would use in battle?

Jellinge style brooch
© York Museums Trust
(Yorkshire Museum)

Instructions

You may wish to complete this activity in two
smaller groups using both dice. Within these
smaller groups, we recommend that pupils
complete this activity in twos and threes.

Pupils should take it in turns to roll one of
the Discovery Dice. Pupils should then be
given time to explore the exhibition to find
an object that fits with the question they
have been given.

Bring your class back together so that they
can share their discoveries with each other.
Make sure they explain why they have
chosen a particular object.

Hints and tips

Take a look at the Viking North Exhibition
Flashcards. These contain useful details about
ten Star Objects on display in the exhibition.

Speak to our Visitor Experience Team.
They can point you in the direction of
interesting objects.

Every object has its own label. Keep an eye
out for our Follow the Raven labels as these
have been written with children in mind.




Activity Two:

Star Object Search

Introduction

This activity requires pupils to find seven Star
Objects in our Viking North exhibition and to
answer questions based on what they can see.

The Viking North Discovery Box contains
two bags of 7 Star Object tokens. One side
of each token contains a photograph of an
object on display in the exhibition:

The York Helmet

Silver Cup

Silk Hood

Stone Grave Marker
Jellinge Style Brooch
Thor’'s Hammer Pendant

Comb with Case

The other side of each token has questions
designed to encourage pupils to look at

an object carefully, think about some key
questions and explain what it can tell us
about the Vikings. Three example Star Object
tokens can be found on the next page.

The Ormside Bowl
© York Museums Trust
(Yorkshire Museum)

Instructions

Each token bag can be used by up to
15 pupils at a time.

Pupils should take it in turns to draw a
Star Object Token from the bag. Pupils
should then be given time to search the
exhibition for the object.

Once the object has been found, pupils
should work together to answer the questions
on the other side of the Star Object Token.

Listen to your pupils’ findings. You can use
your Viking North Exhibition Flashcards to
find out more information about the object.
Pupils can then be given another token.

Hints and tips

The Viking North Exhibition Flashcards
contain useful details about ten Star Objects
on display in the exhibition.

Members of our Visitor Experience Team
can point you in the direction of objects.

Every object has its own label. Keep an eye
out for our Follow the Raven labels as these
have been written with children in mind.




Pendant

Look

What words would you use
to describe this object?

What do you think it is made of?

Think

Who might have owned an object like this?

Who do you think would have
made an object like this?

SGIET!
What do you think this

object can tell us about
the Vikings?

Look

What words would you use
to describe this object?

What decorations can you see?

Think

What do you think this object was used for?
Who might have owned an object like this?

SGIETD!

What do you think this object
can tell us about the Vikings?

Look

What words would you use
to describe this object?

What decoration can you see?

Think

What do you think this object was used for?

Why might somebody want to
own an object like this?

Explain
What do you think this
object can tell us about
the Vikings?




Activity Three:

Hilde's Discovery Cards

Introduction

This activity requires pupils to find
objects which best answer Hilde the
Viking Trader’s questions. Through finding
these objects, pupils will be encouraged
to think about the Vikings as raiders,
makers and traders, and believers.

There are 2 sets of Discovery Cards.

Each set has 7 cards. On the front of each
card, Hilde shares some information about
the Vikings. This is followed by a question,
which asks pupils to find a particular type
of object on display in the exhibition.

The reverse of each card contains clues
which are designed to help pupils find
relevant objects.

An example of one of Hilde’s Discovery
Cards can be found on the following page.

Instructions

Each set of cards can be used by up to 15
pupils at a time. We recommend that pupils
complete this activity in twos and threes.

Pupils should take it in turns to take
one of Hilde’s Discovery Cards.

Pupils should then be given time to read all
the information on their card and search the
exhibition for objects that they think answer
the question asked by Hilde on the card.

After sufficient time has passed, bring the
group together so pupils can share their
findings. Encourage children to explain
why they think the object they have found
answers the question. Pupils can then be
given another card.

Hints and tips

The Viking North Exhibition Flashcards
contain useful details about ten Star Objects
on display in the exhibition.

Members of our Visitor Experience Team
can point you in the direction of objects.

Every object has its own label. Keep an eye
out for our Follow the Raven labels as these
have been written with children in mind.
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Thor, the god of thunder.
| We have now converted
to Christianity, though
we still think it is
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Thor's Hammer Pendant
© York Museums Trust
(Yorkshire Museum)

Stone Grave Marker
© York Museums Trust
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Example Itinerary

We have given the itinerary below as an example. You may wish to organise your pupils in a different
way. For example, you might prefer for half your group to use our Viking North Discovery Box whilst
the rest of the class visits a different part of the museum.

Class of 30 pupils, split into two groups of 15.

Group 1 (15 pupils)

Time ‘ Activity

10:00am Arrival, toilets and bags

10:15-10:35am Explore Viking North exhibition (adults can use Viking
North Exhibition Flashcards as a supporting resource)

10:35-11:00am Hilde Discovery Cards (in twos and threes)

11:00-11:15am Star Object Search (in twos and threes)

11:15-11:30am Discovery Dice Challenge (using two dice, in twos and threes)

Group 2 (15 pupils)

Time ‘ Activity

10:00am Arrival, toilets and bags

10:15-10:35am Explore Viking North exhibition (adults can use Viking
North Exhibition Flashcards as a supporting resource)

10:35-10:50am Discovery Dice Challenge (using two dice, in twos and threes)

10:50-11:05am Star Object Search (in twos and threes)

11:05-11:30am Hilde Discovery Cards (in twos and threes)

Please note: For suggested timings for each activities, please refer to page 3. For any questions about the
activities and for support in deciding which activities might be best suited to your group, please contact
our Schools Learning Team at schools@ymt.org.uk or 01904 650348.
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