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A helmet is a piece of armour. It protects the head of the wearer
in battle. This helmet dates to Anglo-Saxon Times. It is very
fancy and would have belonged to a very rich person. We
actually know the name of the helmet’'s owner — it is written on
the helmet itself!



There are 3 swords in the same case as the Coppergate Helmet.
They all date to either Anglo-Saxon or Viking Times. Swords are
examples of arms or weapons. The bearer uses the sword to
both defend and attack in a battle.

All 3 of these swords are beautifully decorated. Like the
Coppergate Helmet they would have belonged to very rich
people.
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What do these objects tell you about the Viking Invasion? How
did the Vikings gain control of Jorvik from the Anglo-Saxons?
Was it peacefully or by force? Explain.
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Very little cloth has survived from Viking Times because most
cloth made out of natural fibres like wool or linen rot away in the
soil over time. Sometimes the archaeologists get lucky though
and rare examples of cloth and clothing are discovered.
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The jewellery and other decorative items in this case reveal even
more about Viking Fashion. Clothes would have often been
dressed up and made more attractive with the addition of
beautifully crafted jewellery, buttons and belts.
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Archaeology tells us that Jorvik was a big, crowded city. A lot of
food had to be provided to feed all the inhabitants. With two
rivers running through Jorvik, the Foss and the Ouse, fish would
have been a common food.
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Look in the display case at the bottom of the stairs. It has crafts
made from animal horn, bone and antler in it. Read the labels to
answer these questions:
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Now look for a second case containing objects made from bone
and antler. Choose two objects made from these materials and
record them below:
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The Vikings also made crafts out of leather, which also comes
from animals. Look around the gallery to find a case containing
leather crafts.
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Find the pottery display in this gallery. The Vikings mostly used
pottery vessels to store their food and they used wooden plates
and bowls to eat off of.
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While many Viking crafts were made to sell, some were made to
be used by families within their own homes. The large wooden
machine at the bottom of the stairs is called a loom. It was used
by Viking women to weave cloth.
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While archaeologists know what most of the objects from
Viking Times were and how they were used, some of the
objects remain a mystery. Find the bone object shaped like the
outline below. Archaeologists agree that it is an interesting

looking object but they have no idea what it was used for.
What do you think?
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