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Welcome to the Yorkshire Museum!
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My name is:

Today, you have been given a mission by the Roman Emperor himself!

You are an Imperial Roman spy.  The Emperor, Septimius Severus, is in Eboracum (Roman York) and he is nervous about his enemies.  
Eboracum is the second most powerful city in Roman Britain after Londinium (London) and Septimius has many enemies that want to take control of the city away from him.  
Septimius Severus wants to know who lives in the city and how they live, as well as how rich the city is.  He also wants to know about the legionary soldiers stationed here, who they are and how well equipped they are.  You will need to use the objects in the Roman galleries to help you with your mission.  
Good luck!
START IN THE FIRST ROMAN ROOM
Evidence for the military in Eboracum
The Emperor needs to find out if he can trust the legionary soldiers stationed in Eboracum and how well armed they are in case they decide to support one of his enemies.
Look at the model of the legionary soldier.
Can you draw his armour?


What are some of the weapons he is carrying?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Look in the display cases behind the soldier.

Can you find three other objects that he would carry?
1. _________________________________
2. _________________________________
3. _________________________________
The Roman Army was split into groups called Legions.  Each Legion had a number. 
Can you find an object with Roman numerals on it that tells you what Legion was stationed in Eboracum?
What is the object? _____________________

What Legion was it? ____________________

Write the Roman numerals below

The ______ Legion
Evidence for life in the town

The Emperor needs to find out if the people of Eboracum are living like Romans to see if they are loyal to him and the Roman way of life.
Look at the Roman kitchen.

What food can you see on the table?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Can you see the shiny red pottery?  It is called Samian Ware and it was very popular in Roman times.  How many pieces of Samian Ware can you count in the kitchen?


Look beside the kitchen.

You can see part of a mosaic floor. Many Romans decorated their floors with mosaics. Draw the face shown on this one.
Look in the display cases opposite the kitchen.
What evidence is there for people in Eboracum playing Roman games and enjoying Roman theatre?

______________________     _______________________

Draw one object that proves the people in Eboracum are wearing Roman hairstyles and fashions:

If you have time why not try on some Roman clothes yourself?

Evidence for Roman trades and crafts
The Emperor needs to know how wealthy the citizens of Eboracum are and how they earn their money.  
You must look for evidence of crafts that are made and sold in Eboracum.
There are shoemakers in Eboracum.  Look at the shoes on display.  What material are they made out of?

______________________________

Find two metals that crafts people in Eboracum are using and one object made from each.

                    Metal                                      Object 

1. _________________________ = ___________________________

2. _________________________ = ___________________________

Can you find some black jewellery? It is made out of a type of fossilised wood called ___ ___ ___.
Do you think the crafts made in Eboracum are of a good quality?
Yes  /  No
Do you think the craftspeople who made them earned a lot of money by selling their crafts?
Yes  /  No
NOW MOVE INTO THE SECOND ROMAN ROOM

Evidence for Roman names and beliefs
The people living in Eboracum came from all over the Roman Empire.  The Emperor needs to know if they have taken Roman names and if they believe in Roman gods and goddesses.
Look at the sarcophagus (coffin) on your left as you enter the room.
The name on the sarcophagus is Julia Fortunata.
Do you think this sounds like a good Roman name?

Yes  /  No
Where was Julia originally from? ______________________
Look at the statue in armour.  
Which god is he and what is he god of?

He is ____________________, god of ___________________
Look in the display case with the small figures against the back wall.  
Can you see the figure with the pointed hat?  Which god is he and what is he god of?

He is ____________________, god of ___________________
Report for the Emperor

Now you must write your report to give to Septimius Severus. Do you think the people of Eboracum are living like true Romans?  Use the evidence you have collected about the people, their homes, jobs, names and beliefs when writing your report.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
